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I ’M NOT sure I should put
this in writing, but the
thought that crossed my
mind when I drove away
having viewed Little

Glassenbury in Cranbrook
was…maybe I should stop in the
town outside the most
venerable-looking high street

bank and hold up the cashier.

The closest I have ever come to
a brush with the law is a parking
fine, but I was mesmerised by
Little Glassenbury and not
having a cool £2.5 million in my
back pocket to buy it, this
terrible thought popped into my
mind.

This achingly beautiful home
has a very special feel to it. The
delightful owners have poured
love (and a great deal of financial
investment I’d imagine) into this
Grade II listed gem, which seems
to have seeped into the very
fabric of the building. They have
updated, extended, modernised
and enhanced the house and
garden with such attention to
detail and impeccable taste, but
with the utmost respect for its
17th century origins.

The pedigree of this property
is apparent from the moment
you walk in. It is believed to
have been, at one time, the
Dower House to Glassenbury
House, a well known local
country estate and the glorious
fireplace in the great hall at
Little Glassenbury came from
the ‘big house’.

Above the fireplace, in this
huge double height former barn
hangs a portrait of Judge
Stirling, one time occupier of
Finchcocks manor house in
Goudhurst, who now gazes
across at his wife. But it was not
always thus…the current owner
of Little Glassenbury found Mrs
Stirling’s portrait hidden away
in an attic, utterly neglected, and
thankfully restored the canvas
and frame and placed Elizabeth
where she belongs, next to her
husband. I warm to the current
lady of the house immediately.

I simply must mention the
curious and charming
signatures engraved into the
glass of the leaded light
casement windows in both the
great hall and the kitchen, one of

which reads “Tho Wood,
Glassenbury 1785”. It’s these
lovely little gems from the past
that make this house so unique.

On a practical level, Little
Glassenbury ticks all the right
boxes too, with spacious halls,
the great hall with ‘wow factor’,
three more reception rooms, a
large kitchen/breakfast room,
five double bedrooms with scope
for more, two bathrooms (the
attic has plumbing for a further
bathroom if required), separate
loo, attic space above the great
hall and a one-bedroom attached
self-contained cottage.

There’s a larder which every
cook dreams of, a utility room
and a boot room with built-in
cubby holes.

In the most modern area of the
house, the owners haven’t been
afraid to go a little more
contemporary and have a little
fun. In the downstairs
cloakroom, there’s an egg shaped
loo and a mirror with a touch of
Star Wars to it.

The huge welcoming entrance
hall is flooded with natural light
and indeed with good ceiling
heights and more glass than I’m
used to seeing in a property of
this age, it feels light and bright
all over.

The gardens are gorgeous,
even in January. They surround
the house with an all important
level lawn for children
complemented by a large south
facing terrace. The owners have
had the foresight to move the
public footpath behind a hedge
further away from their front
door and they have landscaped
the gardens cleverly with the
tennis court hidden behind
mature hedges, a swimming pool
positioned in the best place to
catch the sun and they’ve built a
sophisticated pool house to
match the existing
summerhouse, externally clad in

rustic timber. There are ample
outbuildings, stores and parking
areas.

In terms of location, this
property is hard to beat too. It
sits within the Glassenbury
estate, tucked away down a long
gravel drive so it’s pin-drop
quiet. Little Glassenbury falls
within the holy grail of
catchment areas, Cranbrook
School. There are plenty of prep
schools nearby including St
Ronan’s School, Marlborough
House and Dulwich Prep,
primary schools at Colliers
Green and Goudhurst. At senior
level there is also a lot of choice
including Benenden School,
Tonbridge School, Sevenoaks
School and Sutton Valance.

Little Glassenbury is well
positioned for shopping, being
equidistant from both Cranbrook
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FACTFILE
 Property: Little Glassenbury, Cranbrook.
 Accommodation: Grade II listed country
house. Entrance hall, reception hall, great
hall/dining hall, dining room, family room,
kitchen/breakfast room, pantry, utility room,
boot room, cloakroom, two room cellar,
master bedroom with en-suite bathroom, 4
further bedrooms, 2 dressing rooms, shower
room, WC, study/home office.
Attached one bedroom cottage.
Gardens and grounds of about 2.2 acres,
with swimming pool, tennis court, pond and
numerous outbuildings.
 Price: £2.5 million
 Agent: Savills, Cranbrook 01580 720161

Fall in love with this
Grade II listed home

and the Wealden village of
Goudhurst. For commuters to
London, Staplehurst is a short
distance away.

If we were advising clients on
this house we would encourage
them to put in an offer without
delay. Family homes of this
calibre are hard to come by and
Little Glassenbury is a fabulous
package in a stunning area of
outstanding natural beauty. To
those who think a country house
needs more land than the just
over two acres on offer here, I
would like to mention numerous
clients who have been adamant
on acreage and have since
realised they have bitten off
more than they can chew. If I
was to be really, really picky the
only slight niggle might be that
the kitchen doesn’t open out onto
the lovely south facing garden
but rooms can be changed…just

please do this with the same love
and attention as the current
owners.
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